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 “Festival of Traditional Music, the Eisteddfod-NY”

Varied Ethnic Traditional Performers Featured
Friday-Sunday, November 16-18, 2007; in Jackson Heights, Queens

A wide variety of ethnic traditions will be included in the 2007 Eisteddfod-NY, in keeping with the wide diversity of the Jackson Heights neighborhood.  Some of the performers are:
· The Black Southern Mountain String Band tradition will be presented by Norris Bennett, a New York City singer, accompanying himself on guitar, banjo, and dulcimer. 
· The ancient traditional ballad tradition of Bulgaria will be presented by Tzvety Weiner.  She is a young master singer who lives in the Washington, DC area.
· Traditional songs of Wales will be presented by Jodee James.  She brings a new energy to the music of Wales and the other Celtic lands.
· Music of Russian Republic of Karelia, on the Finnish border will be presented by the Karelian Ensemble. Their music ranges from ancient epic songs accompanied by kanteles to unaccompanied Russian village songs, from old shepherd melodies on wooden trumpet and flutes to Finnish dance tunes on accordions, and from scythe accompaniment to church bells.
· Ballads from the Irish tradition of upper NY State will be presented by Colleen Cleveland, who learned most from her grandmother.
· England will be represented by Heather Wood, Keith Kendrick, and David Jones, English natives who represent styles from unaccompanied singing to tunes played on the concertina
· Music and dance from Greece, Eastern Europe, the Middle East, French Canada and more will be presented by Billy and Livia Vanaver.  They live in upstate New York, run a children’s dance troupe, and will lead a participatory folk dance workshop Saturday afternoon.

· And others ranging among all the American traditions: Southern Mountain music, Sea Music, Blues, Gospel, Irish-American, Work Songs, urban folksongs, and many more.  See the website www.eisteddfod-ny.org for a full listing.
The Eisteddfod-NY; a Festival of Traditional Music, is held in Jackson Heights, at the Renaissance Charter School, 35-59 81st Street.  The festival begins with a concert Friday night at 7:30.  It Continues Saturday with 22 workshops of singing, dancing, and jamming during the day plus a special free children’s concert Saturday 12:30-1:30pm and 3-hour concert Saturday evening.  Sunday morning has 16 more workshops and the program ends with another concert Sunday finishing at 5:15. Tickets for all or part of the festival may be ordered online at www.eistedfodd-ny.eventbrite.com.  For a full schedule and more information go to: www.eisteddfod-ny.org or call 718-429-3437, or 718-672-6399.
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An electronic version of this release and other media information is available at: http://www.folkmusicny.org/press
Accredited members of the press are always welcome at our events. Tear-sheets are appreciated. Press contact Rosalie Friend, (718) 965-4074, a.friend@mindspring.com, for further information.

The Folk Music Society of New York, Inc. / New York Pinewoods Folk Music Club is a non-profit 501(c)(3) educational corporation, an affiliate of the Country Dance and Song Society of America, a member of the Folk Alliance, and a member of the NY-NJ Trail Conference. It is run by a volunteer Board of Directors, elected by the membership. It runs concerts, weekends, classes, singing parties, and get-togethers, all with an emphasis on traditional folk music of all flavors. Office: 444 West 54th St, #7, New York NY 10019.

