Folk Music Society of New York, Inc. / New York Pinewoods Folk Music Club

[September 23, 2008 -- For immediate release, please]

Traditional Music Festival

Eisteddfod-NY 2008  -  November 14-16 in Jackson Heights, Queens.

The Folk Music Society of New York, Inc. is proud to announce the fifth Festival of Traditional Music to be held in New York after a 40 year history of festivals in Pittsburgh and Dartmouth, Massachusetts. 

(The word “Eisteddfod” is Welsh.  It connotes a gathering of poets and musicians, and there is a large Eisteddfod every year in Wales.  The name was adopted by Howard Glasser, the founder of the American Eisteddfod, when he began these gatherings of singers and musicians four decades ago.)

The festival features performers who are representatives of the living ethnic traditions, and performers who have become steeped in those traditions. It has programs ideal for the whole family, and provides a very rare chance in New York to hear such diverse, and such high quality, performers all in a single venue. This year some of the featured acts are 

· Len Graham:  Award winning singer of Northern Irish traditions in the old style.   
· John Roberts and Tony Barrand:  Winners of this year’s Eisteddfod award, they are superb English singers, both unaccompanied and with banjo, concertina, and hurdy-gurdy.  
· Dónal Maguire:  Sings traditional & contemporary Irish music acapella or with a range of stringed instruments..
· Atl-Tlachinolli:  This lively Queens-based group presents song and dance from Aztec traditions.   

· Toby Weinberg is a world-class performer on the Norwegian Hardanger fiddle.

· Basket Landing:  This young, energetic folk group sings & plays traditional American material.
· Dave Ruch:  New York State singer, musician and historian with banjo, guitar, mandolin & dulcimer.
· And many, many more.

The festival has concerts, workshops, participatory sessions, and a free family concert, all with a spirit of warmth and openness.  This year it is being held in Jackson Heights, at the Renaissance Charter School, 35-59 81st Street. It begins with a concert Friday night at 7:30, runs all day Saturday, Sunday morning, and ends with a concert Sunday afternoon, finishing at 5:30.  The special free family concert will be on Saturday, 12:30 AM -1:30 PM.  Information on tickets can be had at www.eisteddfod-ny.org or by calling (718) 429-3437, (718) 672-6399.  Tickets are available online at www.eisteddfod-ny.eventbrite.org.

This event has been produced with the financial assistance of the New York Council for the Humanities, a state affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities.  We gratefully acknowledge the assistance of State Senator John Sabini and State Assemblyman Jose Peralta
Visit the website: www.eisteddfod-ny.org
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Accredited members of the press are always welcome at our events. Tear-sheets are appreciated. Contact Heather Wood, (212) 957-8386, hwood50@aol.com, for further information.

For nearly four decades the 500 member Folk Music Society of New York has been dedicated to furthering the enjoyment of traditional folk music in the New York area.  In addition to publishing a monthly newsletter, maintaining a folk music telephone hotline at the society’s 718- 651-1115 office number, producing a winter-spring concert series, the club sponsors folk music related informal events such as sacred harp sings, singing parties, house concerts, and folk music weekend in the country.  Office: 444 West 54th St, #7, New York NY 10019; www.folkmuisicny.org.

