Folk Music Society of New York, Inc. / New York Pinewoods Folk Music Club

Please Announce:
April 2, 2009; For immediate release

Weekend of Music at Kislak Adult Center, Lake Como, PA

Friday May 22 -- Monday May 25, 2009

Enjoy a friendly music-filled weekend at bucolic Camp Kislak.  Concerts and workshops by John Kirk and Trish Miller - Appalachian music, Danny Spooner -  singer of Australian and English roots music; Val Mindel -expert singer and musician, and others, plus a camper concert where the applause is for you.  Plenty of opportunity for informal jamming and singing, socializing, hiking, swimming (heated outdoor pool), and  relaxing.  

Folk Music Society of New York, Inc. / New York Pinewoods Folk Music Club, an all volunteer organization, tries to maximize participation in traditional music by running events that are so much fun that no one can resist joining in.  The spring music weekend kicks off kicks off with dinner followed by a "Meet the Staff' and "Get to know each other" program on Friday evening. Saturday, Sunday, and Monday are filled with music and dance workshops, crafts, hiking, chats, and lots of opportunities for informal jamming and singing! Afternoons are held open for "Camper Concerts," where the applause is for you! In the evenings there are staff concerts, followed by dancing for all levels. Late-night jamming and singing is encouraged. Or you can simply enjoy the scenery and unwind.

John Kirk is known for his lyric voice and versatile instrumental skills.  On fiddle, mandolin, guitar, banjo and tin whistle, John demonstrates a vast knowledge of musical traditions.  He is also a composer, dancer and dance caller.  John teaches music at Bennington College in Vermont, and at Skidmore College in Saratoga Springs, NY. 

Trish Miller has been teaching and performing Appalachian clogging since 1980.  She  plays guitar, banjo and a little ukelele and is a dance caller and country dance choreographer.  As a member of  the Green Grass Cloggers,  from Asheville, N.C., she toured throughout the U.S. and internationally.  Trish and John are teaching artists in school music and dance programs.  Trish  teaches banjo at Skidmore College in Saratoga Springs, NY.

Danny Spooner is about the best singer Australia has to offer in traditional song.  Born in southern England, he went to sea (skipping school) at age 13, and was lucky enough to crew on a boat captained by the fine source singer Bob Roberts.  Danny absorbed songs from all over, from the waterways around the East coast of Britain to Australia where he has now for 30 years and has picked up lots of songs, stories, history, humor. He plays a mean concertina and sings with power and style.

Val Mindel is a versatile teacher, singer and instrumentalist with a focus on Appalachian and gospel music.  Val is an expert in old-time and bluegrass vocals, especially the styles of harmony greats such as the Carters, the Louvins and the Stanleys.  Val  leads adult harmony workshops around the US and abroad -- Hong Kong, Canada, Scotland and England.   

Camper led workshops are participatory sessions led by the wonderful musicians and singers attending the weekend.  Two Camper Concerts invite everyone to come and sign up to strut your stuff, be it singing, playing, reciting a monologue, or whatever.  Camp Kislak is approximately three hours from New York City by car, and Short Line bus transportation is available.   A transportation coordinator may be able to arrange rides to the camp.

More information and a reservation form are available on-line at www.folkmusicny.org.  Or reservations may be made directly at http://springfolkmusicweekend.eventbrite.com.  Information: 718-672-6399.
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Electronic copies of this release are available at www.folkmusicny.org/press.  
Please notify us if you would like to receive this electronically rather than by mail: <DonWade@donwade.us>

The Folk Music Society of New York, Inc. / New York Pinewoods Folk Music Club is a non-profit 501(c)(3) educational corporation, and an affiliate of the Country Dance and Song Society of America.  It is run by a volunteer Board of Directors, elected by the membership. It runs concerts, weekends, classes, singing parties, and get-togethers, all with an emphasis on traditional folk music of all flavors. Office: 444 West 54th St, #7, New York NY 10019.

Visit our website: www.folkmusicny.org

