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Folk Music Society of New York, Inc. / New York Pinewoods Folk Music Club

Please Announce: 

Concert: Nightingale

Energetic Sophisticated New England Band

Friday, May 29, 2009;  8:00 PM

Organization of Staff Analysts, 220 E. 23rd Street New York., suite 707 (between 2nd and 3rd Ave.)

Over the past decade the three superb musicians who make up Nightingale, Becky Tracy (fiddle), Jeremiah McLane (piano, accordion), and Keith Murphy (guitar, mandolin, foot percussion, vocals), have charmed audiences with their vibrant and imaginative explorations of musical traditions that carry listeners across New England to Quebec, Newfoundland, Ireland, France, and beyond.

Hailed in Sing Out! Magazine for their "impeccable playing...danceable and exciting, with a reflective approach to the music", Nightingale has fashioned a fresh and distinctive sound that is innovative while rooted in Celtic and Northern European folk traditions.  From a Newfoundland ballad to a blazing set of Irish reels, from a rollicking Quebecois chanson-a-repondre to a lilting bourree from Central France, their song and tune arrangements find the perfect balance between tradition and innovation

See Nightingale at the office of Organization of Staff Analysts, 220 E. 23rd Street, Manhattan, suite 707 (between 2nd and 3rd Ave’s) at 8pm.  (On-street parking is available after 7pm.).  General Admission $15;  Members, $12; children and Full-time students, $6.  Tickets available at the door or online at www.nightingale.eventbrite.com.  Information: www.folkmusicny.org; 718-672-6399.

When Nightingale was formed in 1993, McLane, Murphy and Tracy were all established players in the traditional New England contra dance scene.  Nightingale quickly became a highly sought after New England dance band.  The nightingale bird is a poetic figure that appears in traditional songs from many places including parts of Northern Europe, Canada and the United State.  It is an appropriate emblem for a band drawing inspiration from a musical territory that includes Ireland, France, Scandinavia, Newfoundland and Quebec.  But Nightingale cannot be pigeon-holed as simply a dance band. Songs of Quebec and Newfoundland are a staple of their repertoire and in their concerts they stretch the format of traditional dance music.  Still, their experience as dance musicians creates a rhythmic integrity and sustaining pulse that is the essence of their music. 

Co-sponsored by Country Dance*New York.  On May 30th Nightingale will also play for May Mania, a contra dance called by Rick Mohr at The Church of the Village, 201 W. 13th Street, NYC.  There will be an afternoon session for experienced dancers from 4-6pm, a Beginners’ workshop from 7:15-8pm, and an Evening dance for all from 8-10:30pm.  Dance information: www.cdny.org or 212-459-4080. 

The Folk Music Society of New York, Inc. hosts concerts for music lovers who can relax and listen, sing along on the chorus, or dance in the aisles to the best of traditional music. For more information go online to www.folkmusicny.org.
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An electronic version of this release and pictures are available at http://www.folkmusicny.org/press
Accredited members of the press are always welcome at our events. Tear-sheets are appreciated. Press contact Rosalie Friend, (718) 965-4074, a.friend@mindspring.com, for further information.

The Folk Music Society of New York, Inc. / New York Pinewoods Folk Music Club is a non-profit 501(c)(3) educational corporation, and an affiliate of the Country Dance and Song Society of America. It is run by a volunteer Board of Directors, elected by the membership. For "do-it-yourself singers” we host informal participatory singing four times a month: sea chanteys, sacred harp, a community open sing, and gospel/sacred harp We also run concerts, weekends, classes, and singing parties, all with an emphasis on traditional folk music of all flavors. Office: 444 West 54th St, #7, New York NY 10019.

Visit our website: www.folkmusicny.org
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