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Traditional Music Festival honors NPR's Paul Brown

Eisteddfod 2010;  Friday, November 5 through Sunday, November 7

at the Hudson Valley Resort and Spa
400 Granite Road, Kerhonkson, Ulster County, NY 12446

The festival of traditional music known as the Eisteddfod is this year presenting its Eisteddfod Award to Paul Brown, NPR (National Public Radio) newscaster/reporter, musician, and folksong collector.  The Eisteddfod award is given for dedication, inspiration, and service to the practice and dissemination of traditional folk song, music, and dance.

The festival started in Pittsburgh over 30 years ago, moved to Southern Massachusetts University in Dartmouth, and, after a short hiatus, was revived by the Folk Music Society of New York (FMSNY).  This year's festival, 5-7 November at the Hudson Valley Resort in Kerhonkson, NY, marks the sixth year under FMSNY auspices.  See www.folkfestny.org for more information.

Festival Director Dr. Jerome Epstein says, “We decided to give the award to Paul, one of this year's performers, because of his outstanding contributions to the field of traditional music, as performer, collector, and advocate.”  Paul Brown is best known for his work at NPR. From NPR's online profile of Paul: "A musician on banjo, piano, guitar, and fiddle since childhood, Brown spent years collecting and documenting traditional music in southwestern Virginia and northwest North Carolina; he studied banjo with the late Tommy Jarrell under an NEA Folk Arts Apprenticeship Grant.  He has produced and performed on numerous CDs and LPs for the County, Smithsonian Folkways, Heritage, and Rounder labels.  He won a National Federation of Community Broadcasters Silver Reel Award for his NPR music documentary 'Breaking Up Christmas: A Blue Ridge Mountain Holiday.' ”

More details on Paul at: http://www.brownpaul.net/ and http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=2100309

The Folk Music Society of New York, Inc. invites you to join leading singers/musicians in this weekend of traditional folk/roots music.  Meet outstanding performers in 25 workshops and three concerts, plus an open mike, late night singing, a contra dance, and informal socializing, music making, and outdoor walks plus convenient hotel rooms, good food, a spa, an indoor pool, and more.  The festival is ideal for the whole family, and provides a very rare chance in New York to hear such diverse, and such high quality, performers all in a single venue. 

Participants are welcome to come for the day or to register for the entire weekend to stay at the hotel and experience all the music.  Information, including rates and booking forms is at www.folkfestny.org. 
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An electronic version of this release is available at: www.folkmusicny.org/press. Members of the press are always welcome at our events. Tear sheets are appreciated.

The Folk Music Society of New York, Inc. / New York Pinewoods Folk Music Club is a non-profit 501(c)(3) educational corporation, it runs concerts, weekends, classes, singing parties, and get-togethers, all with an emphasis on traditional folk music of all flavors.  Office: 444 West 54th St, #7, New York NY 10019; (718) 672-6399;  www.folkmusicny.org

