Folk Music Society of New York, Inc. / New York Pinewoods Folk Music Club

February 17, 2012:  For immediate release, please

Bob Franke, Singer-Songwriter

Concert: Friday, March 23, 2012

OSA Hall, 220 E. 23rd St, Suite 707 (between 2nd & 3rd Avenues), New York, 10010

Songwriting Workshop: Saturday–Sunday, March 24-25, 2012

Upper West Side location. Call 718-965-4074 for information

Bob Franke is an internationally renowned singer and writer of songs that range from the sublime to the ridiculous. Nominated as an Outstanding Folk Act by the Boston Music Awards, Bob's songs not only engage audiences with singable choruses, but also leave them with something to think about.

Bob Franke began as a street performer , singing and playing guitar in Harvard Square over 30 years ago.  Now he appears in concert halls and churches, on the radio, and at festivals and song-writing camps all over America, Canada, England, and, this year, Russia.  In addition to his own recordings, his songs have been covered by numerous other artists including Peter, Paul & Mary, June Tabor, and John McCutcheon.  

Tom Paxton explained Bob Franke’s ranking as a top folk song writer,  "In our terms, it's a hit song when it really enters the tradition; when you hear that it's being passed along from singer to singer, that people who may have no idea who you are have taken it into their lives.  They can identify with the feelings in the song, the words and melody fit, and it tastes good to sing it. Bob writes like that, like an ordinary thoughtful man who has turned to song to express himself." 

Join us Friday, March 23 at 8:00 pm at OSA Hall, 220 E. 23rd Street, suite 707 (between 2nd and 3rd Avenues).  General Admission is $20; children, and full-time students under 23 are free.  Tickets are available at the door, or online at http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/229342.  More details and information at www.folkmusicny.org; or 212-957-8386. 

Songwriting Workshop

Bob will mentor an in-depth songwriting two-day workshop on 24 and 25 March at an Upper West Side location.  Participants are given individual writing assignments and will gain new insight into the possibilities of this ancient yet contemporary art form.  Reservations are essential.  For information call 718-965-4074 or email education@folkmusicny.org for reservations.  Online reservations at http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/229539. 

The Folk Music Society of New York, Inc. hosts concerts, music weekends, and workshops for music lovers who enjoy listening, singing along on choruses, or dancing in the aisles to the best of traditional music of all flavors.  For more information go to www.folkmusicny.org.
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An electronic version of this release is available at: http://www.folkmuiscny.org/press. Members of the press are always welcome at our events and tear sheets are appreciated. Photos are available at www.bobfranke.com. 

Press contact Rosalie Friend, (718) 965-4074, publicity@folkmusicny.org, for further information or to receive releases by e-mail in the future.

The Folk Music Society of New York, Inc. / New York Pinewoods Folk Music Club is a non-profit 501(c)(3) educational corporation, an affiliate of the Country Dance and Song Society of America.  It is run by a volunteer Board of Directors, elected by the membership and runs concerts, weekends, classes, singing parties, and get-togethers, all with an emphasis on traditional folk music of all flavors.  Office: 444 W. 54th St, #7, NY, NY 10019.   Visit our website: www.folkmusicny.org 

