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Folk Music Society of New York, Inc. / New York Pinewoods Folk Music Club

Please Announce: 

Concert:  Atzilut

Joyous Hebrew and Arabic music

Sunday, October 25, 2009;  3:30 PM

Congregation Shaare Zedek, 212 W. 93rd Street, NYC 10025
(between Broadway and Amsterdam)


Atzilut: Concerts for Peace is the only group that features virtuoso singers and instrumentalists equally proficient in the rhythms and inflections of both Hebrew and Arabic music.  The nine-member group is co-led by Hebrew and Arabic vocal specialists: Hazzan Jack Kessler, one of the masters of Jewish spiritual song, and the great Lebanese singer, composer and 'oud virtuoso Maurice Chedid.  The resulting musical collaboration is infectious, joyous, deep, sweet, and passionate.

No speeches needed – the music itself is the message!  This project exemplifies the potential for artistic collaboration and shared creativity that emerges when musicians, representing two traditions with common roots, overcome conflict to celebrate hope and trust through music.  The performance becomes an inspiring statement of the triumph of shared creativity over despair.  Also known in Europe as the Middle East Peace Orchestra, the group has an extensive performance history, including the United Nations, the Algarve International Festival, Munich Gasteig, the Royal Opera Theatre of Copenhagen, a recent tour of France and concerts in Austria and Germany.

This concert is co-sponsored by Congregation Shaare Zedek with the cooperation of Congregation Romenu and is at Congregation Sharre Zedek, 212 W. 93rd Street, NYC 10025 (between Broadway and Amsterdam)  General Admission is $20;  Members of the Folk Music Society, Cong. Romenu, and Cong. Shaare Zedek, $10,  children, and full-time students under 22 are free.  Tickets available at the door or online at http://atzilut.folkmusicny.org;  Information: www.folkmusicny.org; or 718-672-6399.

This concert is part of the Daniel Pearl World Music Days, which is an annual worldwide network of concerts that uses the universal language of music to diminish hatred, respect differences, and reach out in global friendship.  Daniel Pearl was an American journalist who was kidnapped and murdered by terrorists in Pakistan in 2002.  He was also an accomplished classical violinist, country fiddler, and mandolin player who joined musical groups wherever he traveled.  Daniel Pearl Music Days info: www.danielpearlmusicdays.org

The Folk Music Society of New York, Inc. hosts concerts for music lovers who can relax and listen, sing along on the chorus, or dance in the aisles to the best of traditional music.  For more information go online to www.folkmusicny.org.
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A phone interview with Jack Kessler is possible – please call Jack at 215-849-9227 to arrange.
An electronic version of this release and pictures are available at http://www.folkmusicny.org/press
If you would prefer to receive these notices via e-mail, please tell us at: publicity@folkmusicny.org
Accredited members of the press are always welcome at our events.  Tear-sheets are appreciated. Press contact Rosalie Friend, (718) 965-4074, a.friend@mindspring.com, for further information.

The Folk Music Society of New York, Inc. / New York Pinewoods Folk Music Club is a non-profit 501(c)(3) educational corporation, and an affiliate of the Country Dance and Song Society of America.  It is run by a volunteer Board of Directors, elected by the membership.  For "do-it-yourself singers” we host informal participatory singing four times a month: sea chanteys, sacred harp, a community open sing, and gospel/sacred harp We also run concerts, weekends, classes, and singing parties, all with an emphasis on traditional folk music of all flavors.  Office: 444 West 54th St, #7, New York NY 10019.

Visit our website: www.folkmusicny.org
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