Folk Music Society of New York, Inc. / New York Pinewoods Folk Music Club

[February 4, 2010 -- For immediate release, please]

New York, New York —Festival of Traditions

Saturday, March 13 in Jackson Heights, Queens.

The Folk Music Society of New York, Inc. is proud to announce a day long Festival of Traditional Music at The Renaissance Charter School in Jackson Heights, Queens, NYC on Saturday March 13.  The festival will honor Oscar Brand, whose WNYC radio show “Folksong Festival,” now in its 65th year, is the world’s longest-running radio show with the same host. 

The festival features local performers who represent their living ethnic traditions and performers who have become steeped in those traditions. It’s ideal for the whole family, and provides a very rare chance to hear such diverse, high quality performers all in a single venue. There will be blues, gospel, old-time string band, songs of love and war, sea shanties, songs by Woody Guthrie, Leadbelly, and others, as well as plenty of opportunities for singing and jamming throughout the day.

· 11 a.m. – 12 noon: 
Free family concert,. Bring the kids.

· 12:30 – 5:30 p.m:

Workshops, mini-concerts, open mike, singarounds, jamming

· 7:30 p.m. – 10 p.m.:
Evening Concert featuring noted local performers

Between the workshops and the evening concert, enjoy dinner at one of Jackson Heights’ great neighborhood restaurants.

Tickets are $15 for the whole day or $10 for either the afternoon or evening individually.  Children (accompanied by an adult): 13-18 are $5 all day; 12 and under are free.  (There are no tickets required for the free family concert.)  More information is at www.folkmusicny.org or by calling 718-672-6399.  Tickets are available at the door or online at www.brownpapertickets/event/98896.  The festival is at The Renaissance Charter School, 35-59 81st Street (at the corner of 37th Avenue), in Jackson Heights, Queens, 2 blocks from the 82nd Street Station of the #7 Line.

Oscar Brand is a much loved and respected folksinger, writer, and interpreter. Over the course of his 65-plus-year career he has released 93 albums. He roamed the country with Woody Guthrie, concertized with Leadbelly, and promoted folksingers of all kinds, such as Pete Seeger. Oscar has hosted the Folk Song Festival on New York's WNYC ever since its first show on December 9, 1945. 

This event is co-sponsored by The Renaissance Charter School and has been produced with a generous grant from State Assemblyman Jose Peralta

Visit the website: www.folkmusicny.org
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Pictures and an electronic version of this release are available at http://www.folkmusicny.org/press.
Accredited members of the press are always welcome at our events. Tear-sheets are appreciated. Press contact Rosalie Friend, (718) 965-4074, publicity@folkmusicny.org, for further information.

For nearly five decades, the Folk Music Society of New York has been dedicated to furthering the enjoyment of traditional folk music in the New York area .  It is a non-profit 501(c)(3) educational corporation, and an affiliate of the Country Dance and Song Society of America.  It is run by a volunteer Board of Directors, elected by the membership.  In addition to publishing a monthly newsletter, and producing a winter-spring concert series, the club sponsors folk music related informal events such as Sacred Harp sings, sae music concerts, singing parties, house concerts, and folk music weekends in the country, all with an emphasis on traditional folk music of all flavors.  Office: 444 West 54th St, #7, New York NY 10019; www.folkmuisicny.org.

